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was that he was the leader of the Swaraj Party and the President of the
Bengal Congress Committee. The Mayoralty should be associated with the
man whom they had appointed leader the other day. They ought not to
indulge in acrimonious discussions and, given fair trial, Mr. Sen Gupta would
prove an asset to the Corporation. His hands should not be tied and it was
up to the people to follow him in all matters, whether political or municipal.
By associating himself in almost all the activities of the Deshbandhu, Mr.
Sen Gupta had possessed a heritage from which he would never falter. He
assured that Mr. Sen Gupta's administration would be happy and prosperous,
with the co-operation and good will of his colleagues,1

The Hindu, 10-7-1925

223.   AT DARJEELING

[July 10, 1925]

I have almost promised the reader the sacred recollections of
the five days I had with Deshbandhu at Darjeeling.    I have call-
ed them among the most precious in my life.  As time passes, the
preciousness increases. I must tell the reader why. Though I had
lived under Deshbandhu's roof before, ours was   then a purely
political meeting.    We were both engrossed in our own allotted
tasks.   But in Darjeeling it was different.    I had Deshbandhu
wholly to myself.   He was resting and I had gone solely to have
communion with him.  My going to Darjeeling for rest was a mere
excuse.   But for Deshbandhu's presence there I would not have
gone in spite of the attraction of the snowy range.   But in one of
his'pencil notes, which he had lately taken to writing to me, he
said, "Remember, you are under my jurisdiction. I am Chairman
of the Reception Committee.   You have to include Darjeeling in
your tour.  This is a command."   I wish I had kept those sweet
notes of his, but, alas! they have gone the way hundreds of such
documents in my possession have gone,  I pleaded that I had the
Working Committee to take.  "Then bring the whole Committee.
I shall arrange for their accommodation.  The B.P.C.C. shall pay
the fares of the members. I am wiring to Satcouri accordingly," was
his telegraphic reply.   I was unable to take the Working Com-
mittee to Darjeeling, but I promised to go as soon after that meet-
ing as possible. And so I went,   I had gone there for only two
days.  He,kept me with him for five* He got Basanti Devi to ask

* For GandhijTs explanation as to his motives in espousing Sen Gupta's
mayoralty, vide "Calcutta's Mayor'*, 16-7-1925.